THE WORK OF SETTLEMENT          49

was not pleasing to a majority of the commu-
nity, which desired a more democratic organiza-
tion. After a few months, in the spring of 1639,
Coddington and his followers therefore journeyed
southward and established a third settlement at
Newport. Here the members adopted a covenant,
"engaging" themselves "to bear equall charges,
answerable to our strength and estates in com-
mon," and to be governed " by major voice of judge
and elders; the judge to have a double voice."
Though differing from the system as developed in
Massachusetts, the Newport government at the
beginning had a decidedly theocratic character.

The last of the Rhode Island settlements was
at Shawomet, or Warwick, on the western main-
land at the upper end of the Bay. There Samuel
Gorton, the mystic and transcendentalist, one of
the most individual of men in an era of striking
individualities, after many vicissitudes found an
abiding place. He was of London, "a clothier
and professor of the misteries of Christ," a believer
in established authority as the surest guardian of
liberty, and an opponent of formalism in all its
varieties. Arriving at Boston in 1637 at the
height of the Hutchinsonian controversy, he had
sought liberty of conscience, first in Boston, then